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Library Movement, read a paper before the London Biblio-
graphical Society on the subject of copyright registration. In this
paper Tedder suggested that, in view of the proposed obligatory
fee of one shilling for registration intimated by the Commissioners
in 1878, he was inclined to think:
"that the five duty copies might be reduced to three, for the three re-
presentative national collections, the British Museum, Trinity College,
Dublin, and the Advocates' Library, Edinburgh. This would, of
course," he continued, "deprive the two great English Universities,
Oxford and Cambridge, of a highly valued right, which they would
expect to have made good to them by a substantial money payment
from the state."1
But the suggestion was left in the air.
A somewhat distressing thorn in the sides of the publishers was
the persistence with which Mr Edward Byron Nicholson, Bod-
ley's Librarian,2 endeavoured to gain the full benefit of the copy-
right privilege for Oxford University. Nicholson took a hint from
the warning of 1878, and, although the full provisions of the Act
of 1842 were still difficult to secure at this time, he succeeded in
greatly increasing the number of copies received annually from
the publishers.3 In the Bodleian Library Report for 1893, for ex-
ample, we find it proudly recorded that 39,619 volumes were re-
ceived during that year under the privilege, and this number con-
tinued to increase in subsequent years.
Section 26 of the Copyright Act of 1842 had wisely provided
that no limitation of time should extend to actions brought in res-
pect of books to be delivered for the use of the British Museum or
any one of the other four libraries. The passing of the Public
Authorities Protection Act (56 and 57 Viet., c. 61) on 5 December
1893, however, exercised a presumably unintentional derogatory
effect upon this provision. By repealing section 26 of the Act of
1842, the period during which the copies could be claimed by the
British Museum was limited to seven months after publication
for London books, and to nine months for works published in
the provinces. The Principal Librarian of the British Museum,
in his evidence before the Copyright Committee in 1898,4 spoke
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